
Christmas time is full of preparations.  Many of us will begin putting up Christmas lights and 

Christmas trees.  We will shop for the perfect gifts for our loved ones, and prepare scrumptious meals 

for our Christmas dinners.  All of these things are pretty important to prepare for, but one thing we 

must prepare above all is our hearts.   

 

As you welcome guests into your home,  are you making it a habit to welcome Jesus as well?  Advent 

is a time to do just that: prepare for Jesus our Savior to enter our world.  This should be our main 

priority, but it can be a challenge.  We are busy…overworked…overscheduled.  Finding time to rest 

and honor God can be a challenge.  Which is why during this season of waiting, sacrifice, and 

preparation we want to welcome your families to take the St. Christopher Advent Challenge.                   

 

How it works: 

 

• Each week during Advent, your children will receive a paper Advent candle  (4 for Advent and 1 

Christ candle for Christmas Mass) with their name and grade printed on the back.  On the front 

there will be a quick activity or Advent reflection suggested for your family to do together. 

  

• Bring the paper Advent candle to Mass with you each Sunday(or Saturday vigil): 12/3, 12/10, 

12/17, 12/24, & 12/24 or 12/25 (for Christmas Services) and drop it in the collection baskets with 

your regular envelope. (There will be a limited amount of extra candles in the vestibule if you forgot 

yours at home. Be sure to print your child’s name and grade on the back.)    

 

• The candles will be collected, tallied, and displayed each week. Attending another parish for 

Advent/Christmas Mass? They will be glad to see you! Take a selfie after Mass with your candle, 

the dated church bulletin, or even the priest and email it to religioused@stchrisschool.org. 

 

Our main hope is that you will find some time to worship as a family, prepare for His coming, and feel 

more connected to your St. Christopher community. 

 

There will also be an Advent Challenge photo frame in the main vestibule.  Stop by and take a selfie 

after Mass and post it with the hashtags:  #stchrismidlothian #adventchallenge2017 or send us 

your picture by email. 

 

 

For more information on our Advent Challenge,  

call the Religious Education Center at 708.388.4040. 

Prepare the Way 

of  the LORD ! 
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